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Sankofa (Haile Gerima, 1993, US; 125 min.)

Producer: Haile Gerima
Editor: Haile Gerima
Cinematography: Augustin Cubano
Screenwriter: Haile Gerima
Production Design: Kerry Marshall
Costume Design: Tracey White
Original Music: David J. White


Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com and box cover):
Mona is a contemporary, self-absorbed African American fashion model on a photo shoot in the infamous slave forts in Ghana, West Africa. She is spiritually transported back to a sugar plantation in the West Indies where she becomes Shola, “house slave,” and experiences first-hand the physical and psychic horrors of chattel slavery, and eventually the redemptive power of community and rebellion as she becomes a member of a freedom-seeking Maroon colony.
Cast:

Sankofa (Kofi Ghanaba)


Mona (Oyafunmike Ogunlano)


Nunu (Alexandra Duah)


Joe (Nick Medley)


Shango (Mutabaruka)


Noble Ali (Afemo Omilami)


Father Raphael (Reggie Carter)


Lucy (Mzuri)


Mussa (Jimmy Lee Savage)


Jumma (Hasinatu Camara)


James (Jim Faircloth)


Mr. Lafayette (Stanley Michelson)


Big Boy (John A. Mason)


Esther (Louise Reid)


Nathan (Roger Doctor)


Kuta (Alditz McKenzie)


Photographer (Chrispan Rigby)


Baby Ngozi (Maxwell Parris)


Linguist for Sankofa (Hossana Ghanaba)



Questions for Discussion:

1.  How do race, gender, and class relations intersect in Sankofa? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
2.  How does Sankofa compare to the more Eurocentric films we saw in Sections 1 With Micheaux’s style? Find examples from the films to support your observations. 
3.  How does Sankofa  compare or respond to the Blaxploitation films we saw in Section 2? With Sweetback or Ganja & Hess?  Find examples from the films to support your observations.
4.  Why is Sankofa historically important?
